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Key themes

Housing

Releasing land for development 
and providing the integrated 
infrastructure the region requires 
will support planning authorities 
to deliver above and beyond 
their existing sustainable housing 
aspirations. The right housing mix 
will support the diverse workforce 
needed to deliver sustainable 
economic growth.

Environment

Our region has a unique system 
of natural landscapes and 
incredible habitats. Enhancing 
the natural capital which is the 
foundation for our region and its 
prosperity, we will showcase low 
carbon infrastructure options 
and create accessible country 
parks and wetlands that promote 
biodiversity and improved health 
and wellbeing.

Agriculture

We will create accelerator hubs 
for skills and innovation which 
support the agri-tech industry as 
we leave the European Union, 
helping to promote sustainable 
local, regional and national  
food security.

Flooding and drought

We can reduce the estimated 
£230 million of annual damages 
to infrastructure and protect better 
the health and livelihoods of the 
people who live in our region. 
Through a focus on water at the 
catchment scale we can manage 
both flood and drought in an 
integrated way, as part of the 
supply chain, to support resilient 
communities and businesses.

Using the river

We are developing opportunities 
to leverage the huge positive 
potential of the river network 
by unlocking land for growth, 
optimising water resources, 
creating jobs, harnessing the 
energy of a large aquatic heat 
source, supporting transportation 
and providing revenue generation 
through visitor tourism.

Economy

A long-term infrastructure led 
economic strategy for the Severn 
Regional Growth Zone will enable 
us to build back better through 
a green recovery. Integrating 
water management with other 
investments will unlock the project 
pipeline, reduce barriers to 
business growth, and create jobs 
across all sectors.

People

An accelerated programme of 
integrated infrastructure will 
create opportunities for everyone, 
creating new skills for the 
future and ensuring health and 
wellbeing across the region.
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Our Partnership is innovative, dynamic and collaborative in its approach. 
We want Government to support and mirror our approach to innovate, accelerate 
and maximise the potential of the Severn Regional Growth Zone. 

Offer and Ask

Our offer - We will:

Act as national pilot and 
showcase, focussing on 
interdependencies between water, 
as a key natural asset, and the wider 
delivery of housing, employment, 
skills, transport and green 
infrastructure. 
 
Harness the scale of this 
opportunity to establish the Severn 
Regional Growth Zone, enabling our 
communities to react to current and 
future challenges through an holistic 
and cross-departmental approach.

 
Deliver an holistic programme 
of integrated infrastructure and 
accelerated projects that deliver 
rapid benefit, that are transformative 
in scale and which will be game-
changing for the region. 
 
Create system level stewardship 
across Britain’s longest river 
network, with a shared commitment 
to delivering environmental gains 
that addresses benefits and risks 
and provides the certainty and 
confidence to unlock investment. 

Coalesce sources of funding 
for delivery, by exploring how 
our approach provides uplift and 
new financing leverage to deliver 
economic growth and prosperity. 
 
Provide established local 
leadership to navigate a green 
recovery from the Covid-19 
pandemic and our departure from 
the European Union.  
 
Lead collaboration and community 
participation.

Our ask - We require: 

Investment of £9.7 million to 
deliver a place-based strategy 
and business case for the Severn 
Regional Growth Zone. In turn, we 
anticipate that existing investments, 
and future public and private 
investment in a combined  
c£1 billion integrated programme  
of infrastructure will deliver benefits 
in excess of £100 billion GVA over 
the next 20 years. 

Flexibility to challenge outdated 
practices, innovate, and accelerate  
the delivery of an integrated 
programme of infrastructure. 
 
Empowerment to enable joint 
working between English and Welsh 
governments.

This Government support will: 

 µ Establish the evidence base that 
enables the Partnership, through 
its local leaders, to take the 
strategy forward into action. 

 µ Identify an accelerated 
programme of activities and 
integrated infrastructure 
investments which unlock growth 
across the region.

 µ Enable us to achieve benefit to 
cost ratios in excess of those that 
could be achieved by sectors 
working in isolation. 

 µ Create the governance, 
management and engagement 
platform to ensure delivery of the 
programme. 

“The River Severn is a one of the major natural assets in the Marches.  
Its contribution and impact on the economy of the Marches has for too long been 
unrecognised. We welcome the setting up of the River Severn Partnership to  
enable us all to work together to maximise its benefits and put in place measures  
to benefit our communities and businesses along the course of the river.” 
 
Mandy Thorn MBE DL, Chair, Marches LEP
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We are a new form of partnership, 
based on a functional relationship, 
and unified by the transformational 
opportunities the Severn and 
associated network of rivers in the 
region provide. We are committed 
to delivering a series of overarching 
aims for the region. 
 
We will deliver a long-term 
programme which unlocks growth 
by addressing interdependencies 
between water management, 
housing, employment, transport and 
other infrastructure delivery. 
 
We are a structured and 
accountable body which will support 
the development of a robust and 
adaptive strategy. 

The Severn Regional Growth Zone 
occupies a region of strategic 
importance and crucial link 
between Wales and England, the 
West Midlands, South West and 
South East. It seeks to complement 
other growth initiatives such as the 
Gloucester City Region by helping to 
provide resilience and adaptation  
to existing environmental risks. 
 

As our Partnership grows and 
evolves, we anticipate the 
geography of the Severn Regional 
Growth Zone will also evolve to 
reflect the regional opportunities  
we create.  
 
For example, Natural Resources 
Wales is supporting the Partnership 
through cross border catchment 
work on the Water Framework 
Directive, the Water Resources West 
partnership (the regional group 
providing strategic oversight and 
coordination of water resources), 
and catchment based approaches 
to flood risk management. 
 
Discussions are now beginning with 
other key Welsh organisations to 
bring them into the partnership.  
 
The Severn Regional Growth Zone 
currently includes the regions 
supported by the rivers Severn, 
Wye, Teme and Warwickshire Avon, 
reflecting the way these areas 
collaborate to drive growth.
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The River Seven Partnership has united local authorities, local enterprise 
partnerships, water companies, Water Resources West, the Environment Agency 
and Natural Resources Wales around a shared vision and common agenda. 

The Partnership

“We are pleased to be a key partner in 
the River Severn Partnership. Recent 
flooding events have demonstrated 
the need for a cooperative and 
collaborative approach in reducing 
one of the most devastating impacts 
of climate change on local residents 
and one of the region’s most important 
visitor attractions.” Cllr Shaun Davies,  
Leader of Telford & Wrekin Council

“The Severn is at the heart of the 
region covered by Water Resources 
West. Working collaboratively with 
the Partnership ensures we can 
collectively achieve our mutual goals 
and ambitions and ensure a truly 
integrated plan.” 
Richard Blackwell, Director, Water 
Resources West

“The Partnership puts the natural 
environment at the heart of  
decision-making for the mutual 
benefit of the economy, wildlife and 
people, and represents an exemplar 
of partnership working and strategic 
systems-thinking. We wholeheartedly 
support this approach.”   
Matt Whitney, Partnership Manager, 
Gloucestershire Local  
Nature Partnership
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Partners 

 µ Environment Agency 
 µ Shropshire Council
 µ Telford and Wrekin Council
 µ Herefordshire Council
 µ Worcestershire County Council
 µ Wychavon District Council
 µ Wyre Forest District Council
 µ Malvern Hills District Council
 µ Worcester City
 µ Gloucestershire County Council
 µ Tewkesbury Borough Council

 µ Marches LEP
 µ Worcestershire LEP
 µ Gloucestershire LEP
 µ Greater Birmingham & Solihull LEP
 µ Water Resources West
 µ Severn Trent Water
 µ Natural Resources Wales 
 µ Severn Rivers Trust
 µ Local Nature Partnerships
 µ Wildlife Trusts

Wider Engagement 

 µ National Farmers Union
 µ Homes England 
 µ Midlands Connect
 µ Natural England
 µ Forestry Commission
 µ Dŵr Cymru Welsh Water

 µ Powys County Council
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The Severn Regional 
Growth Zone covers 
an area of 6,000 
square miles
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This is a once in a generation opportunity to transform the 6,000 square miles 
which make up the Severn Regional Growth Zone.

Case for change

The partnership is thinking, 
working, acting and responding 
differently to the multiple and 
diverse challenges the region faces 
at an ever-increasing pace, building 
a stable platform for growth. This will 
not only be measured in economic 
or prosperity terms, but in enhanced 
community health, life chances and 
wellbeing performance.

We have a growth plan that first  
and foremost respects and 
enhances the environment. It 
provides a resilient approach that 
respects and capitalises on the 
historic, heritage and landscape 
features that make the Severn 
Regional Growth Zone a beautiful 
place to live, work and relax and a 
place of amazing opportunity.

We cannot continue to take a 
reactive approach to events that 
shape our present and our future.
The impact of climate change 
indicates this river system could 
experience a 850mm increase in 
peak river levels over the next  
30 years. Annual average GVA 
losses could increase by £9 million. 

A bigger, more comprehensive, 
panoramic approach is needed, 
one that enables us to take full 
stewardship of our systems; that 
enables us to get on the front foot.

This is not just a response to climate 
change, but also a recognition of 
the seismic shifts resulting from 
the Covid-19 pandemic and our 
departure from the European Union.
We are building a sustainable  
long-term programme of measures 
that responds to these impacts 
and enables us to create new 
opportunities. 

Our partnership area has been hit 
disproportionately by increases 
in unemployment reflecting the 
large number of self-employed and 
micro businesses. For Shropshire 
alone, the caseload increase of 
universal credit claims as a result of 
the Covid-19 pandemic was 89%. 
Unemployment claims in April 2020 
increased by more than 100% as 
compared to April 2019. 

‘’Economic recovery packages  
should be designed to “build  
back better”. This means doing  
more than getting economies and 
livelihoods quickly back on their  
feet. Recovery policies also need to 
trigger investment and behavioural 
changes that will reduce the 
likelihood of future shocks and 
increase society’s resilience to them 
when they do occur. Central to this 
approach is a focus on well-being 
and inclusiveness.’’ 

OECD Building Back Better:   
A Sustainable, Resilient Recovery 
after Covid-19: July 2020

Our plan proactively deals with the 
change needed to rapidly evolve 
our employment sectors into those 
required for future resilience. We will: 

 µ Build additional skills and capacity 
in the agri-tech sector. This will 
place us at the forefront of UK  
food production. 

 µ Use the digital economy as a 
catalyst for change. 

The well- worn 
“reactionary” 
approach 

The Partnership no longer sees growth development and water 
management as independent activities undertaken by 
independent organisations. This leads to inefficiencies and 
ultimately, sub-optimal outcomes. Maintaining the status quo is 
not an option. Conservative potential GVA losses associated 
with flooding in the region currently exceed £150 million.

Local 
interventions

We have individually identified many potential projects, programmes 
and interventions that are designed to either manage water issues or 
support growth initiatives in specific areas. Presently, although these 
investments are on a greater scale, their benefits will typically remain 
local. The River Severn Partnership will guarantee that the whole is 
greater than the sum of the parts and ensure that we do not miss 
opportunities to deliver more, at greater pace and at less cost.

The way forward: 
Fully-integrated 
system stewardship 
and strategic delivery

It is only with catchment-wide investment and integrated planning that 
we will unlock the full economic growth potential of the region, and the 
role the region in-turn can play in supporting other parts of the UK in 
building resilience. By working proactively with the natural environment 
to manage the risks of extreme events, and maximising the wide-ranging 
benefits the river network enables, we can ensure that the collective 
economic ambitions of partner organisations are advanced.

A new approach
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