
 

 

 

 

Greater Birmingham and Solihull Local Enterprise Partnership (GBSLEP)  

Pilot Low Carbon Grant Fund 

Our Strategic Economic Plan (SEP) sets out our vision and strategy for delivering smarter, more sustainable and more 

inclusive growth for the benefit of our area, the wider West Midlands city region, and the UK as a whole. It also 

identifies the contribution that we will make to the delivery of the ambitious growth targets set by the West Midlands 

Combined Authority (WMCA). It has been developed in consultation with a range of stakeholders on whom its 

successful delivery will depend. 

The Local Industrial Strategy (LIS) for the West Midlands recognises the low carbon sector as one of the region’s key 

areas of strength that can enable clean growth and prosperity in the coming years. By focussing on opportunities to 

boost the growth and productivity of low-carbon businesses, the West Midlands can boost  both domestic and foreign 

inward investment, scale-up its export potential and ultimately create jobs as we aim to deliver a green recovery.  

The GBSLEP’s Low Carbon Grant Fund is a pilot grant funding project targeted at SMEs within the sector, by funding 

market research and feasibility studies up to a value of £35,000 match funding (see below for more details on match 

funding and how to claim the grant).  

The Pilot Low Carbon Grant Fund will be open for applications for 3 weeks between 12th November and 3rd December 

2020.  

Aims and Objectives of the Project 

The GBSLEP wishes to stimulate collaboration of regional low-carbon and environmental technology (LCET) businesses 

to expedite the commercialisation and scale-up of high-growth technologies and novel integrations that present 

solutions for the decarbonisation targets set out by the West Midlands Combined Authority in ‘#WM2041’. Such 

solutions should ultimately have the potential to scale and address national and international decarbonisation 

objectives.  

Running this project will partly or wholly address key interventions outlined in the GBSLEP’s LCET Action Plan, 

including:  

• Provide innovators with the opportunity to test their product on the market, ensure the visibility of novel 

products and approaches, and create the pathways for innovators to secure their first customer and their first 

investment. 

• Enable the creation of partnerships between larger and smaller organisations 

• Support the establishment of public-private joint ventures and partnerships for investment in the delivery of 

low carbon infrastructure projects. 

• Connect low carbon industry leaders and sector experts with decision makers when discussing future place 

developments. 

Participants awarded the grant funding in the project will be expected to deliver the following outputs from their 

project: 

https://gbslep.co.uk/resources/reports/strategic-economic-plan-2016-30
https://www.wmca.org.uk/what-we-do/environment/
https://gbslep.co.uk/what-we-do/business/energy-low-carbon


 

a. Demonstrate collaboration between regional low carbon technology/service providers by assembling a 

project team.  

b. Justify through their project, how they will leverage investment, public-sector funding and/or corporate 

procurement opportunities to deploy their product/service in the future. 

c. Demonstrate how commercial sales will be achieved upon completion of the project. 

The expected deliverables from this work includes: 

• Development of feasibility study and business case for local place-based projects that address local low-carbon 

opportunities/challenges, that will enable projects to pull down on additional funding sources (whether 

private or public) in the future.  

• Proposal for a demonstration project at a location in the WMCA region.  

 

Eligibility 

Any business registered in the 3-LEP geography region (Greater Birmingham and Solihull, Black Country, Coventry & 

Warwickshire) that falls under the definition of Low Carbon & Environmental Technology Sector adopted in the LCET 

Sector Action Plan is eligible to apply as the lead organisation for this funding.  

The Low Carbon Sector Action Plan defines low carbon technology sector as: ‘businesses and organisations who are 

currently located wholly or in part in the West Midlands or are planning to relocate to the region, and who provide or 

intend to provide solutions and services necessary to support the transition towards a low carbon economy’. It 

incorporates a large proportion of the energy system, which is leading the low carbon transition, and increasing 

proportions of the transport/automotive and construction/housing sectors. Non low carbon businesses are eligible to 

apply for the funding only as part of a consortium led by a business responding to the above definition. 

Any business claiming grant funding must be eligible to receive state aid at the time the Grant Award letter is issued. 

It is not possible to award grant funding to organisations meeting the condition known as undertakings in difficulty. 

It is the responsibility of businesses to ensure their eligibility and declare any State Aid considerations the GBSLEP 

should be aware of in the application form. If you are unsure, please take legal advice.  

Criteria 

The projects must adhere to the following criteria: 

• Able to commence in January 2021 

• Last up to 3 months 

• Delivering consortia must include at least 2 businesses 

• Projects must provide a minimum of 25% match-funding1 (see table below for guidance) 

• Projects must seek a grant award of between £25,000 and £35,000 

 

 

 
1 Match funding is a commitment from the delivering organisations to pay for or resource project costs from sources 

other than the grant monies. It is the responsibility of the applying organisations to source this match funding. This 

can come from public, private, or in-kind match funding. The below table summarises the minimum match funding 

that the delivering organisations must commit to, based on the value of the grant they are applying for.  

 



 

Value of Grant Claimed from 
GBSLEP 

Minimum Match Funding 
Committed by Project Team 

Total Project Costs 

£25,000 £8,333 £33,333 

£30,000 £10,000 £40,000 

£35,000 £11,666 £46,666 

Table 1: Minimum Match Funding Contributions  

Lead organisation 

To lead a project, the organisation must: 

• Be an SME registered in the 3-LEP Geography 

• Be a Low Carbon & Environmental Technology business as per above definition 

• Collaborate with at least one other registered business  

• Carry out its project work for the Pilot Low Carbon Grant Fund in the West Midlands 

Non-low Carbon businesses, academic institutions and research and technology organisations (RTOs) cannot lead or 

work alone.  

Project team 

To collaborate with the lead, organisations must: 

• Be a business, academic institution, charity, public sector organisation or research and technology 

organisation (RTO).  

• Be invited by the lead organisation. 

The lead business and at least one other business must claim funding by entering their costs during the application. 

Any projects claiming funds can provide the match funding.  

Projects can include partners that do not receive any of this competition’s funding. Their costs will count towards the 

total eligible project costs. 

Applicants may only participate in one project under the Low Carbon Grant Fund.  

Subcontractors 

Subcontractors are allowed in this competition. Subcontractors from the West Midlands region should be prioritised, 

and justification must be given for subcontractors chosen outside of this geography. We would expect subcontractor 

costs to be justified and appropriate to the total eligible project costs.  

Scope 

The objective of this programme is to facilitate coordination and collaboration between providers of low-carbon 

solutions to address regional energy system and environmental issues and aid the development of a pipeline of 

investible low carbon projects in the region.  

By undertaking the project work part-funded by the GBSLEP, local consortia will be incentivised to demonstrate how 

their partnerships can deliver products to market in the short to medium-term.  

In this pilot round, up to separate 2 projects will be funded. Each project can receive up to a maximum grant value of 

£35,000 per project from the GBSLEP. 

 



 

Project 

Projects must undertake a feasibility study and develop a business case for an integration or optimisation idea and 

propose a project to test the concepts on a real case. Ideally, projects will focus on supply-side issues, for example: 

• Generation and integration of low-carbon fuels or power into the region’s transport system. 

• Generation and integration of renewable energy sources into a local demand centres (e.g. community energy 

project; industrial applications). 

• Generation and integration of alternative fuels into local demand centres (e.g. industrial applications).  

Themes 

Successful project should focus on place-based opportunities or challenges for the region that require addressing for 

decarbonisation efforts, this could be: 

• Opportunities that can leverage regional events, infrastructure projects or other. 

• Energy system challenges that are present within the West Midlands. 

• Opportunities to leverage existing low-carbon strengths in the region, whether relating to the region’s existing 

automotive capacity, or research and innovation acumen.  

• Delivery of the #WM2041 climate actions. 

Expenditure 

Expenditure may be considered under the following headings: 

• Market Research 

• Consultancy Costs 

• Technical Development/Prototype/Innovation 

• Salary/Own Labour  

Successful applicants will be required to demonstrate how they plan to procure any support and justify their own costs 

prior to any grant award being paid. The Project Manager from the GBSLEP will advise applicants on this prior to the 

signing of a grant agreement.  

Ineligible Projects 

We are not funding projects that: 

• Take place outside the West Midlands. 

• Do not take a consortia/subcontract approach that includes less than 2 businesses. 

• Have no net-positive impact of the region’s decarbonisation objectives. 

• Are not reasonably able to provide goods/services to market in the medium-term.  

How to apply 

Applicants are asked to fill in the two documents available on this link. The first is an online web form which requests 

key details that will inform evaluators of your eligibility. The second is grant specific questions which should be filled 

in on the Word document provided and then uploaded to the online form as instructed (by copy & paste).  

Applicants are also asked to separately email a PDF signed version of the Word document to 

alexander.taylor@gbslep.co.uk.  

Your answers on the online form will be assessed by 5 independent evaluators as part of an appraisal panel – you will 

be informed of their decision within six weeks of the application deadline.  

https://gbslep.co.uk/what-we-do/business/energy-low-carbon
mailto:alexander.taylor@gbslep.co.uk


 

After the GBSLEP has appraised the eligibility of your application, we will be in touch via e-mail to request additional 

documents required for the due diligence process.  

Your application will be appraised against the following criteria:  

• Quality of application (30%) 

• Potential impact of project on regional decarbonisation objectives (30%) 

• Credibility of proposed delivery (30%) 

• Cost (10%) 

Please note that the GBSLEP reserves the right to withhold all funds for this project. Projects selected will exceed a 

basic quality threshold per the agreement of the appraisal panel.   


